


criteria for each impaired beneficial use and ultimately the AOC itself. The process for revising and refinin 
criteria is  also outlined, 

This brochure is  a summary of the St. Marys Remedial A res a l ist of recommended remedial action 
ell, To obtain mare detail 

e end of this document. 

The St, Marys River is an international waterway located in northern Ontario beween t h  arb,  Ontario and Sault 
Superior, and as such it is  the main route for marin 
a include steel making, 

The St. Marys Riverwas originally identified as an Area of Concern (AOC) in 1985, asa result of the following problems: 
+ Pollution from identifiable sources such as industrial facilities orwater Pollution Control Plants 
+ Pollution from dinuse sources such as sediment, air, water or land 

rio Ministry of the Environment, the US Environmental Protection 
renewed their intentions to resolve these problems by si ning a Letter of Commitment to ecological restoration of their 
identified Environment Canada and the Ontario Ministry of the Environment to lead restoration and protedion activit~es in  the 

Advisory Committee @PAC). nuringthis initial stage, i t w  
nine of the fourteen ben ses were impaired as a t of the problems listed above. These nine uses, impaired not only from the human perspective but also from 
that of the local fish and w~ldlife, are: 
+ Restrictions on fish and wildlife consumption 
+ Unhealthy fish and wildlife populations 
+ Fish tumours and o 

+ Restrictions on dredgi 

Lossaf fish and wildlif 

stage of the process, the BPAC developed a vision of the future which is articulated in a 1st  of Water Us 
2 Remedial Action Plan Report was developed which includes recommended actions to restore each o f t  

Water Use Goals, These recommended actionsf o k s :  flora and fauna, enin and water and air qualib . 

e 2 RAP Report i s  complete, the new focus will be implementation of these important recommendations and monitorin 
restoring impaired beneficial uses in the AOC. 



I Public involvement and input from arys River RAP process, BPAC supports the goals and o 
Report and looks forward to  their imp1 has established an office and library at  Lake Superior State University in 
information access to  local citkens on both sides of the border. 

friends of the St. Marys River, a Canadian non-profit roup, wil l  be asked to assist with implem ndations, especially those related to  
I work, education, promotion and reportin 

.(, Environment Canad 
nistryaf the Environment (co-lead) 
es Environmental Protection Agency 
epartment of Environmental Quality 

anizations and individuals f munity and beyond have also contributed to  the St. Mary$ River Re 



The Sediment Management Pro nt  of the St, Marys River RAP. The sediment, or rive inated with excess nutrients, 
heavy metals, toxic o Some of these toxins are ingested by bottom-dwelli en by fish, and thus the fish 

n t  can be mixed into the water of the St. Marys River, which may pose a risk to plants, 
The contaminated sediment and its effects on the ecosystem could be responsibl 

e Onct of the RAP Therefore, a major 

The majorgoals of the%, Marys Riversediment Mana 

O Describe and assess each zone of contaminated sediment in the river 
Q Develop a consistent, science-based, community suppor"red method for identifying remediation optionsfor each zone if necessary 
O Identify and control al l  major sources of toxins (excess nutrients, heavy metals, toxic organic chemic Is, oil and grease) to prevent fu~hersediment contamin 

ediment quality near major sources of toxins to ensure no further sediment contamination occurs 
nd contaminated sediment duri mediation activities where re ter quality is  maintain 

O Monitor and control the input of toxins from the air (e.g. factory smokestackemissions) into the water and sediment of the%. Marys River 

The remediation of the St. Marys River Area of Concern has only just begun. In order to restore proper ecological function and sustainable human use of the river, much 
more restoration activiv is nec of the projects currently planned, which stem from the over 60 recommendations in theSta 

ilr Elimination of phosphorus, bacteria, trac ic chemicals, heavy m als and oil and grease from 
a contaminated sediment ma n t  program which will sess and implement any necessary remediation ures and associated monitoring 

+ Continuation of sea la 

+ Various ecological restoration projects to improve habitat and ecosystem health in the main channel and tributaries of the%. Mary's River. 

Each of these projects will be conducted in conjunction with ongoing monitorin of the water quality, sediment contamination, fish, birds and wildlife in the St. Marys 
River. 









unities and industries have already contributed s bstantiallyto the& M r of funding initiatives, process 
jects. Some of these contri butions are: 

+ Investment of $102 million by Algoma eel Inc, since 1990 that has helped to reduce input of trace organic chemicals, heavy metals and phosphorus into the St. 
arys River 
vestment of $14 million by%. Mary's Paper Ltd. to minimize input of phosphorus and trace organic chemicals into the St. Marys River 

itment of $25 million by Sault Ste. ichigan to  eliminate combined sewer overflows in the communi"rynd minimize phosphorus and bacterial inputs 

+ Commitment of $20 million by Sault Ste. Marie, Ontario to improve sewa e collection in the community and minimize phosphorus and bacterial inputs into the St, 
arys River " Relocation of Trader's Met I to improveaesthe~csand add habi 

ments of Canada and Ontario in D 

s remediated their former tannery site by 35,000 tons of waste nd contaminated soils, re 
native plants to prevent erosion 

+ AIgoma Steel Inc. has become a role model for community involv ment by voluntarily signing an Environmental Mana ement Agreement in 2000 with Environment 
nvironment to address th i r  operations on the St. Mays  River. 

+ Formation of the St. Marys River FisheriesTask Group 

to the success of th 

For more information about the St. Marys River Remedial Action Plan, or to obtain a copy of the complete St, Marys River P Stage ?, Report, please contact; 

Victor Oriecuia John Marsden Arthur Ostaszewski Jennifer Manville 
Ontario Ministry of the Environment Environment Canada Michigan Depaflment of Environmental Quality US. Environmental Protection Agency 

400 Boardman Ave. 

Thunder Bay, ON P7E 6S7 Downsview ON M3H 5T4 Lansing, MI 48909 
(807) 475-1615 (517) 335-1119 
victar.oriecuia@eneegovVonnc ec,gc.ca ostaszea@state.mi.us 
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